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it is apt to pass away forever unless it is stamped, as it were, on the soul by the force exerted upon it, more particularly by a resolution to detain it in order to examine it and to think about it. We can thus fix what we choose in the mind, in order to its being recalled when it pleases us, or possibly when it maybe very inconvenient. For, alas! we may retain in this way that which is to trouble us, and which will insist on intruding, in spite of our efforts, to tempt or to torment us. By cherishing vain, proud, lustful, or malignant feelings, which should be instantly banished, we may be forming a corresponding character to abide with us through life. The wayward feelings and the prejudices which now carry us along at their pleasure are the result of a long train of. voluntary associations which we have hugged and fondled, till now they refuse to depart when we command them. On the other hand, it is possible to lay up in this way a number of pleasant and profitable memories, which may ever be adding to our happiness and prompting us to what is good, and so help to train and discipline the mind and make the present determine the future.
THE ASSOCIATION OF IDEAS is to a large extent dependent on the energy bestowed on an idea, which energy commonly takes the form of Attention. There are laws of Association, which are called secondary by Thomas Brown ; laws of Preference, by Hamilton. These determine, among a number of ideas which might come up according to the primary laws of contiguity and correlation, which shall come up at any given time. We have seen and conversed with, at one and the same time, four people in one room; next time I enter the room I think of one of them, but not of the others. The reason is, I had a long talk with him and became interested in him, and now he and the conversation come up afresh. Now